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It is freely admitted that the germ of hog cholera has never been seen, even with a microscope. This, however, proves nothing, because the germ is probably so small that no microscope is powerful enough to make it visible. This is true of other diseases besides hog cholera. A microscopic examination of the blood from a hog dying of cholera will fail to reveal the germ, but if this same blood is injected into the body of another healthy susceptible pig, hog cholera always follows. The germ is there even though it cannot be seen with present methods, of examination.
The germ of hog cholera is often spoken of as a virus. This germ or virus is found in the blood, urine, feces, and the discharges from the eye and nose of a hog sick of cholera. All breeds of hogs may be affected, the death rate in most outbreaks being very high. Mule-foot hogs formerly possessed an undeserved reputation for immunity to cholera, but they die as readily as any other kind. No one of the present popular breeds of hogs is more resistant to cholera than another, and any such claims should always be disregarded. There have been attempts to breed a type of swine that would be immune to cholera, but all such efforts have been fruitless.
The period of incubation refers to the length of time between the entrance of the cholera germ into the hog's body and the first signs of sickness. Under ordinary circumstances this varies considerably, but if blood containing the germs of cholera is injected directly into a healthy susceptible hog, it will become visibly sick in three to seven days. An average might be anywhere between these two extremes. This,time refers to experimental infection only when the exact moment of infection can be controlled. On the farm, one is not usually aware of cholera until the pigs become sick, but even then the owner may jbe able to look back and recall some occasion when his pigs were exposed to infection, perhaps after a visit to a neighboring sick herd, where he may have been asked to render assistance.